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WEATIIER

Temperatures the first day of the

period were above normal. Otherwise, below

normal temperatures prevailed. General

rains fell intermJttently ranging from

approximately .50 inch in the northeast
to 5.00 inches in the Panhandle.

CROPS

Fall crops improved with recent rains

and continue to be rated as mostly good

for the week ended Friday. Soll moisture

supplies increased and are mostly adequate

but rains and cool weather delayed field-

work and slowed maturing of crops.

Corn condition improved during the

week e-_ng Friday and most counties con-

tinue to be rated Food by County Agents.

They rated 19% of counties as excellent,

74% good and 7% fair. About 90% of the

crop was in or beyond the dent stage com-

pared with 85% last year. About 40% of

the crop is mature compared with 30% a

year ago and 45% normal.

Sorghum condition improved and con-

tinues to be rated mostly good with 29%

of counties excellent, 66% good and 5%

fair. About 90% of heads have turned

compared with 80% a year earlier and 85%

average. About 20% of the crop is mature

compared with 30% a year earlier and 25%

normal.

Soybean condition also improved and

continues to be rated as mostly good with

19% of counties excellent, 65% good and

16% fair. Leaves are in or beyond the

turninz stage on 85% of the crop and are
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shedding on 45% of the crop. About 10%

of the crop is mature, the same as a year

ago and averape.

Winter wheat seeding is about 30%

completed compared with 55% a year earlier
and 40% normal. Some wheat will need to

be replanted where flooding and washin_

occurred.

The third cutting of alfalfa is about

completed and 45% of the fourth crop has

been harvested. Condition of the growing

crop is rated excellent for 16% of counties,

good 74% and fair 10%. Wild hay is mostly

good with 18% of counties excellent, 70%

good and 12% fair.

Sugar beets benefited from generous

rains. Harvestin_ of dry beans has been

delayed by rains.

Soil moisture supplies increased

during the week ending Friday and are now

mostly adequate. Topsoil supplies were

surplus in 16% of reporting counties,

adequate in 78% and short in 6%. Subsoil

supplies were surplus for 6% of counties,

adequate 78% and short 18%.

Main farm activities have been put-

ting up silage, preparing for and seeding

wheat, haying, and preparing machinery and

storage for fall harvest. Three days were
suitable for field work.

RANGE 6 LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture condition imnroved

and is mostly average with 14% of counties

mated above avemage, 73% avemage and 13%

below average.

Precipitation, April 1 - September 14, 1973

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 2.00 1.20 .70 l.lO .90

Total since April 1 ....... 10.60 15.10 15.40 18.40 19.70

Normal since April 1 ...... 12.03 14.59 17.27 15.81 18.58

SW SC SE

1.70 1.80 1.40

15.20 17.20 21.50

13.71 16.01 20.28
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